Presence of endopeptidase 24.11 during the ontogeny of the small intestine in different species.
The presence of endopeptidase 24.11 has been demonstrated at different periods of development in the small intestine of rat, rabbit and human, by immunoblotting using monoclonal antibodies raised against the rabbit kidney enzyme. The kinetic characteristics of the rabbit intestinal enzyme were determined after its purification by immunoaffinity column using the same antibodies. The endopeptidase 24.11 appears in the suckling rabbit as a low-affinity, high-capacity form, suggesting a role of this enzyme in the extracellular digestion of proteins in the young animal.